Domiciliary Carefor Homeless Veterans (DCHV) Program

The Domiciliary Care for Homeless Veterans (DCHV) Program provides
biopsychosocid treatment and rehabilitation to homeless veterans. Implemented in 1987
with the passage of Public Laws 100-71 and 100-6, the DCHV program currently
operates at 35 VA medical centers across the country, has atotal of 1,781 beds and treats
gpproximately 5,000 veterans each year. The mission and goals of the program areto: 1)
reduce homelessness; 2) improve the health status, employment performance and access
to basic socid and material resources among veterans, and; 3) reduce overdl use of VA
inpatient and domiciliary care services. Basic services provided by the program include:

1) outreach to identify under-served veterans among homeless persons
encountered in soup kitchens, shelters and other community locations;

2) time-limited resdentid trestment that offers medica and psychiatric services
including substance abuse treetment and sobriety maintenance as well as
socid-vocationd rehabilitation, including work-for —pay programs at most
stes (VA’s Compensated Work Therapy or Incentive Work Therapy
programs) L INK www.er ols.com/gentacle/manualindex.html and;

3) post-discharge community support and aftercare.

Sinceitsinception, the work of the DCHV Program has been evaluated and
monitored by VA’s Northeast Program Eval uation Center (NEPEC) at the VA
Connecticut Healthcare System, West Haven campus. The gods of the evdudtion are: 1)
to provide an ongoing description of the status and needs of homeless veterans, 2) to
assure program accountability, and; 3) to identify waysto refine or change the clinica
program, nationdly and a specific Stes. Tracking the ongoing performance of the
DCHV Program is accomplished through a data monitoring system that examinesthe
characterigtics of veterans admitted to the program and their clinica outcomes at the time
of discharge.

NEPEC Contacts.

Catherine Leda Seibyl MSN MPH, Associate Director, NEPEC
203-932-5711 x3722
Cathy.seibyl@med.va.gov

Robert Rosenheck MD, Nationd Director, NEPEC
203-932-5711 x3850
Robert.Rosenheck@med.va.gov

Sharon Medak, Assistant Project Director
203-932-5711 x4313
Sharon.medak@med.va.gov

Linda Corwel, Program Andyst
203-932-5711 x3720
Linda.Corwd @med.va.gov




